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Saving lives

Sanctuaries

BY SAVING LAND

Since last edition

The Australian contingent of the Wildlife Land Trust
continues to go from strength to strength with new
sanctuaries being registered at a steady rate of one per
week since last newsletter. At the time of writing, this
takes us to an impressive representation of 121 sanctuaries
amounting to 15,300 hectares (37,000 acres) of dedicated
wildlife friendly land across the country.

There is very little skew in the location of these new members
with 23 of the 33 hailing from New South Wales, while
5 are in Queensland, 3 in Victoria, with single sanctuaries
in South Australia and Tasmania rounding out the numbers.
Turn to pages 8 and 9 to see the list of new members since
you last heard from us, alongside an updated map of
sanctuaries highlighting those recently on board in blue.
On pages 2, 3, 4 and 5 you will find articles written by members
Stephanie and Julian Lymburner (NSW), Ruth and David
Lewis (QLD), Beverley Langley (SA), Galena Debney
(VIC), and Richard and Tricia Turner (WA), each talking
about the work they do and their passion for wildlife,
alongside a selection of photos taken on each sanctuary.
What you’ll find inside
Our Threatened Ecological Community nomination program
continues in the hope of securing protection for those
Australian ecosystems most in need, with three nominations
being submitted for listing under the Federal Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, and a further
two under NSW environment legislation. While we wait
for news on the assessments for each of these, head to
page 11 for a profile on ‘Lowland Native Grasslands of

Echidna on Brindabella
Wildlife and Wilderness Reserve — Robbie Swan

Tasmania’, an ecological community listed as Critically
Endangered under the EPBC Act in 2009 after the
successful HSI nomination was submitted back in 2005.
Several overseas WLT projects are progressing well, and news
regarding an otter rehabilitation facility in Java (page 7),
kingfisher project on Klipkop in South Africa (page 5) as well
as a general update on the “other” inhabitants of the Wildlife
SOS Agra Bear Rescue Facility (page 6) can be found inside.
After sponsoring the National Wombat Conference earlier
in the year, we thought it appropriate to include the three
wombat species as a combined package for this issue’s
species profile feature. You can read more about these
iconic Australian mammals as well as quick summary of
the conference on page 10.
We hope you enjoy Wildlife Lands Issue 8 and look forward
to getting in touch with our next WLT E-Newsletter. The
masthead photograph in this issue was taken by Cheryll Williams
on her Queensland sanctuary, Licuala Rainforest Refuge.
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Messages from

Owners

WLT Sanctuary
Owners
Stephanie and Julian Lymburner
“Crystal Hill” New South Wales

Crystal Hill is a remnant of the Big Scrub Rainforest,
once the largest tract of Sub-Tropical Rainforest in
Australia — now less than 1% remains as isolated pockets
of vegetation on the North Coast of New South Wales.
In 1968 my mother, Diana Mercer (an early North Coast
conservationist), saw the need to protect areas like this.
She approached the landholder who was only too happy
to sell her what he perceived as being ‘useless land’
— too steep for cultivation or stock! It was her aim to
remove the weeds, restore the natural habitat and to plant
eucalypts for the small koala population. Whilst she
didn’t live long enough to see her aims fulfilled, my
husband Julian and I (the current owners) have followed
her wishes.
The property is 14 kilometres south of Ballina and is
comprised of 8.3 hectares of thickly vegetated land on
the eastern fall of the Blackwall Range overlooking the
Richmond River, with the Pacific Ocean visible in the
distance. It is bisected by a creek which forms three
significant waterfalls. Three separate vegetation types
occur with 270 flora species identified so far, including
several threatened flora species and numerous fauna
species. It is extremely rocky which has effectively
precluded planting and we rely entirely on the in situ and
migratory seed bank.
Julian and I returned to the
property as ‘sea changers’
in 1993 and completed the
TAFE Bush Regeneration
course — expressly to ‘get
it right’ when rehabilitating the property. I have
written and, with Julian,
implemented a Property
Management Plan.
Poisoning all the camphor
laurels (Cinnamomum
camphora), removing
all the lantana (Lantana
camara), crofton weed
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Crystal
Hill

(Ageratina adenophora), mist flower (Ageratina riparia)
and the two cassia species (Senna spp.) — effectively
controlling the weeds, and we now continue with a regular
maintenance program to prevent further weed invasion
from neighbouring properties.
An unforeseen problem comes in the shape of wallabies;
whilst sweet to look at bounding across the rocks, they also
like the freshly germinating seeds! This has slowed down
the regeneration in certain areas. We have also ‘planted’
strangler figs (Ficus watkinsiana) in the forks of camphor
laurels, the figs eventually ‘strangle’ the Camphor Laurels
and provide food and habitat for the many native dove species.
We became holders of a Voluntary Conservation Agreement
with the NSW Environment Department in 1997, and after
reading about the Wildlife Land Trust through their Bush
Matters publication thought it would be a good idea to join
in order to strengthen the recognition of environmentally
valuable land and to be part of a worldwide group of
like-minded people.
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Galena Debney
“Taringa” Victoria
I believe that living in harmony with nature brings health
and happiness into one’s life and so, seventeen years ago
I decided to live my dream, left Sydney and bought a 75
acre property in the Central Highlands of Victoria. I had
a background breeding horses, and so, with my pinto
stallion, I moved to Taringa, a degraded property which
for generations had been heavily grazed by sheep and
cattle. It was far from idyllic, the introduced weeds, mostly
blackberries and gorse (furze), had overrun native vegetation
on the uncleared land and all but a few of the old trees had
been cut down during the gold mining era of the 1850’s.

Taringa

Kangaroo Creek is the boundary between my place and
the two state forests which abut the property. From an
era gone by, my title went to the middle of the creek and
so, for generations sheep and cattle had grazed the fertile
creeksides and all the native vegetation was gone along
with the wildlife. I could hear the land weeping, calling
for me, and I could hardly wait to get into action restoring
the ecosystem, for my own prosperity and peace of mind.

Every second year I sprayed, I had fencing constructed to
provide a buffer zone to exclude stock from the creeksides
and around the dams. Within three years native trees
and shrubs fought back and reclaimed their land. I put
up nesting boxes in trees on the edge of the state forest.
Then, five years ago a government grant was offered by
North Central Catchment Management Authority and
I successfully applied. This gave me enough money to
expand my weed control, fencing and planting operations.

I read somewhere that 29 species of reptiles were endangered
in Victoria because of rock collecting so I built cairns all about
the place. I also threw dozens of bales of hay in and around the
dams which were devoid of vegetation — the decomposing hay
brought the insects, the insects brought the frogs, the frogs brought
the water birds and the process brought me a sense of harmony.
Now, 17 years on, I have a sanctuary filled with wildlife and
native habitat. Kangaroos and wallabies graze alongside my
horses, koalas growl at midnight, platypus are in the creek, I’ve
recorded over 70 bird species and I sit on my verandah with a
gin and tonic at cocktail hour and feel all is well in the world.
So much of the news on television is depressing. When
I joined the WLT I felt united with all the good souls
around the world who understand that we can live without
exploiting the natural environment, we can live prosperous
lives in harmony with nature.

Koala Protection

Ruth and David Lewis
“Ipswich Koala Protection Society Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre”
Queensland www.ikps.info
The Ipswich Koala Protection Society (IKPS), originally known as the
Woogaroo Koala Protection Society, was formed in 1994 by a handful of
concerned residents in Camira (a suburb just outside of Ipswich) and was
incorporated in February, 1995.
Our aim then was to protect the native wildlife and habitat along a local creek
and its catchment areas — although we called ourselves a koala group, this
was more to create an umbrella effect (koala habitat is also the habitat of many
other native animals, birds and reptiles). We now cover all of Ipswich and the
surrounding shires, as well as travelling many kilometres within South East
Queensland — because of this our name was changed to the Ipswich Koala
Protection Society Inc. in 2000.
Continued on page 4
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Koala Protection Society
Continued from page 3

Our dream then was to own a Koala/Wildlife Ambulance
— we now own two, rescuing in excess of 150 sick, injured
and orphaned koalas each year, as well as countless numbers
of other native wildlife species. The next step was to have
our own Wildlife Clinic, a goal achieved in 2007. We are
the only not-for-profit, volunteer organization with such
facilities, and also have a wildlife veterinarian available to
us at any time of the day or night.
Perhaps our greatest achievement to date has been influencing
the realignment of the Southern Freight Rail Corridor,
originally proposed to cut a swathe through the centre of
significant koala habitat, home to a very large population of
healthy koalas, and now planned to only ‘skirt’ the top end
of this area. However, one of our greatest challenges still
lies ahead. That same significant koala habitat is under
threat of becoming an enormous industrial estate, and we

must convince both local and state politicians to leave this
pristine habitat alone and ensure koalas (and all wildlife)
have a future. If not, in a few short years koalas will be
extinct in our part of the world.
IKPS has featured in many television documentaries including
“Koala Crisis” which aired on Animal Planet worldwide, and
filming with a noted French documentary team has recently
finished. Although our aims and objectives have not changed
over the years, our role has grown to include media releases,
writing submissions, mapping and working closely with
local, state and federal government bodies and their
representatives. We have come to realise over the years
that it is not enough to rescue and rehabilitate sick, injured
and orphaned wildlife. If they have nothing to go back
to our efforts are pointless. By educating the public and
creating public awareness of the plight of all wildlife (not
just in our backyard) and how critical it is that we conserve
habitat, we may just make a difference to their future.

The Centre is used to rescue, rehabilitate
and release injured and orphaned native
animals and birds and has been running
successfully since its inception in 1992,
having been recognized internationally
with an IFAW Animal Rescue Award
in 2003. The owner has received
many accolades including Australian
of the Year and SA Local Hero, for the
free community service Minton Farm
provides 24/7. To date the Centre has
rescued over 7,500 native animals
within its hospital facility, and assisted
with at least the same number through
the email, web and phone service.

Minton
Beverley Langley
“Minton Farm” South Australia
www.mintonfarm.com.au

Minton Farm Animal Rescue Centre
is a not for profit, registered charity,
and an associate of the Friends of Parks
group. It comprises a 6 acre property
at Cherry Gardens, South Australia,
which is surrounded by a fox-proof
fence and over the past 25 years
has been lined with plantings of
indigenous species as a food source
for migratory birds and mammals.
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115 different species, many of which are
endangered, rare or vulnerable, have been
rescued, with examples including yellowtailed black cockatoos, gliders, bandicoots,
southern hairy-nosed wombats, northern
quolls and tiger quolls. The centre
operates with funding from donations,
fund-raising and small grants. There is
no Government funding for the work.
Our objectives are:a) Conservation education — to
promote awareness and understanding
of animals, habitats and conservation.
b) Feral animal control — to demonstrate
the control of pest plants and animals.

c) Animal management — to manage
animals in a clean, tidy and safe
environment for conservational and
educational purposes.
d) Revegetation programs — to
demonstrate the use of indigenous
plant species as habitat, food and
shelter, and as a wildlife corridor for
migrating species.
e) Animal ethics — to provide relief
to distressed/injured wildlife, and
provide enriched environments for
captive/disabled wildlife.
There is a volunteer program which
operates on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
where 10 volunteers work to clean and
feed the approximately 200 housed
animals. Work experience students
benefit by being involved in hands-on
experience improving their chances
of further education. Around one
third of the rescues are rehabilitated
and released; another third housed
in captivity due to being unable to
survive in the wild; and, unfortunately,
the remainder euthanised.
The Centre has committed 25 years to
working with community members to
assist in the conservation of our wildlife,
by giving them a second chance.

T
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Richard and Tricia Turner
“The Farm” Western Australia
One day in 2003, after having sold our house and renting for
several months waiting for something different to appear on the
market, we saw an agent putting up a ‘for sale’ sign on a property
that looked interesting. It was an old fibro cottage on about 4 acres
and, even though the whole place was in a dire condition, we saw
the potential and knew it was for us. The block was relatively
narrow and long, sloping down at the rear onto an area of unspoiled
bush with a winter creek. The Farm, as it was known locally,
had been cleared in 1948 and put to orchard and small livestock.
All native creatures were trapped, shot or poisoned by the zealous
owner who would even shoot parrots on adjoining blocks.
Our first priority on taking possession was to empty 19 sheds full
of vermin infested rubbish and ex-battery hen cages — not a
job we would like to repeat especially now we are senior citizens.
After a while it became apparent that we had a very special
acreage because of the large amount of wildlife around, due to
the abundance of food and shelter and the land clearing going
on all around us.
Since 2004, we have been planting natives between the fruit
trees and have now begun to remove the orchard from the
rear as the natives start to mature. To list all the birds that are
around the block would take a long time but we love to sit and
watch them as they visit the 14 bird-baths placed around the
area. Finally, and more recently, it is a relief to at last have had
some rain after months of struggling to keep new plants alive
and we can now get on with 2011’s quota of new planting.
Having been supporters of Humane Society International for
many years and avidly reading the newsletters, it seemed an obvious
next step to join our small block onto the ever-expanding patchwork
of other WLT properties. It certainly is interesting to learn
about other properties that are in the WLT network, especially
the larger ones that have so much diversity to protect. The signs
on our fence are already attracting a lot of attention on the busy
road so I’m hoping that others, in nearby areas, will join too.

The
Farm

Klipkop

Klipkop’s

kingfisher
decline

The Klipkop Wildlife Sanctuary is situated
in Gauteng Province of South Africa, covering
approximately 2,200 hectares of nationally
threatened biome which consists mainly of
grasslands interspersed with rocky bush areas.
The water system in the sanctuary has a number
of wetlands and four major dams ranging in
size from ¼ of a hectare to 2 ¾ hectares. The
largest dam was rebuilt in 1997 and this, and the
other water reservoirs, had healthy populations
of water birds for many years. Three resident
species of kingfishers were recorded (giant, pied
and malachite kingfishers), with red knobbed
coots and common moorhens using the dam
areas. Fish eagles were also sighted frequently.
Since 2005 a gradual loss of the kingfisher
population was noticed, as was the drop in fish
eagle sightings, while the vegetation-dependent
coots and moorhens remained constant. By 2010
the number of kingfishers, of any species, seen on
the dams was virtually nil, while the occasional
kingfisher still persisted in the stream connecting
these reservoirs. Up until then it was thought that
these dams might have had black bass introduced
into them at some stage as they are recognised
as good sporting fish. Black bass are voracious
predators of other fish, resulting in the decline of
fish small enough for kingfishers to catch.
Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5
A study by the University of Johannesburg
was initiated to attempt to find the cause
of the decline. In December 2010 the
final report was published, indicating
that the problem was not bass, as none
were found, but was probably due to
the abundance of water grass in each
dam. The water grass effectively
clogs the upper surface, preventing
kingfishers from diving into the water
for prey. To clear the water grass there
are 3 methods available: mechanical/
physical removal, herbicide removal or
biological removal. While mechanical
removal is a possibility, the regrowth
rate of the grass is stimulated by
removal and could exacerbate the
problem; chemical removal is effective
but great care has to be taken in
order not to cause greater ecological
problems; while biological removal
requires the introduction of grass carp
to the system to feed on the grass.
The problem with these carp is that
they are not indigenous to South Africa,
originating in China. To overcome this,
any carp introduced into local waters
must be certified as sterile.

Sanctuary
The ‘other’ wild inhabitants

The method is for experts to breed for
sterility, choose sterile fingerlings, and
introduce them at about 10 cm in size.
Their life expectancy is about 10 years,
eventually growing to about 300 cm,
after which the process must be repeated
if water grass persists. Although
expensive, this method was chosen
as the preferred solution to the water
grass problem.
The Klipkop Wildlife Sanctuary, as
a member of the Wildlife Land Trust,
approached HSI for funding of the
project, with the approved application
resulting in the necessary funds being
available for the survey and 145 carp
required. The fish will be released in
spring, probably in mid-September,
once the water starts warming up again.
This very generous donation should
result in an increase in the biodiversity
of the waterways and the return of
kingfishers and fish eagles.
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OF THE AGRA BEAR
SANCTUARy

Wildlife SOS runs several sanctuaries in India for wild animals under
rehabilitation, and all are part of the Wildlife Land Trust international
sanctuary network. The Agra Bear Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre
is one such facility that stretches across both sides of the holy Yamuna
River and is spread over 160 acres of land, which was initially degraded
forest and resumed agricultural land recovered from the local land mafia.
Wildlife SOS launched an aggressive reforestation system planting
over 60,000 trees each year which has resulted in drastic and desirable
metamorphosis over a decade. Today the Agra Bear Sanctuary has
evolved into a richly biodiverse area supporting a host of indigenous
wildlife, including many rare and endangered species.
According to Kartick Satyanarayan, co-founder of Wildlife SOS,
a checklist of wildlife found free ranging in the sanctuary would include
the extremely shy striped hyena, porcupines, pangolins, rufous tailed
hares, Indian civets, black bucks, hog deer, axis deer, blue bull antelopes,
wild boars, eagle owls, spotted owlets, white breasted kingfishers, peafowl
and Agra monitor lizards to name but a few, as well as a variety of snakes
such as the diadem snake, rock python, rat snake, common cobra, common
krait and wolf snake.
As you take the four minute boat ride across the Yamuna River from
one part of the sanctuary to the other, you will be greeted by flocks of
endangered bar headed geese, ibis, open billed storks, painted storks and
little cormorants on the banks of the river. Darters or snake birds pop up
out of the water as you get off the boat named The Bear Song.
A jeep drive in the sanctuary will make you witness to hordes of grey
partridges and peacocks, as red wattled lapwings or “did you do it?” birds
call relentlessly to distract predators from their ground nests, where their
stunningly camouflaged eggs lie boldly exposed. Over time Wildlife SOS
has worked to protect this unique habitat as well as increase habitat
biodiversity and health.
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HSI

helps build

OTTER REHAB
FACILITY IN JAVA

Last year HSI was asked if we would consider supporting
the building of an otter rehabilitation facility within the
Cikananga Wildlife Rescue Centre in Java (Jakarta).

Otter Facility

We were very pleased to be able to support this venture,
and below you will find a background piece by SERO’s
Ruth Davidson, explaining why this program was necessary:

“SERO (Supportive Environments for the Region’s
Otters) is a partnership between the Cikananga Wildlife
Rescue Center, the Jakarta Animal Aid Network,
the International Otter Survival Fund and the World
Conservation Union’s Otter Specialist Group.

By developing a funding mechanism and enlisting the
support of other agencies in the area we hope to achieve
the following:
• a rehabilitation and release programme
• improved husbandry of captive otters
• an education programme to raise public awareness
		 about otters and their environments
• moves towards protected status for the Asian short
		 clawed otter, and
• sustainable/ protected environments for wild
		 populations
Jim Conroy, Chairman of the Otter Specialist Group
(OSG) outlines his concerns for all species of otter,
including the shortclaw (A. cinereus) in Asia:

Java

“The OSG is seriously concerned about the status
of all otter species in Asia, where large, apparently
irreversible population declines are taking place. Most
attention has focussed to date on the hairy-nosed and

smooth-coated otters, but there is increasing evidence
that the formerly abundant Asian small-clawed otter is
also disappearing from its range.”
At present, our priority is to provide a safe rehabilitation
space for otters with the aim of reintroduction to the wild.
We have identified Cikananga Wildlife Rescue and
Rehabilitation Center as the ideal place to do this.
Very little professional work, perhaps none, has been
done on the rehabilitation and release of Asian shortclaws.
Cikananga at present have three shortclaws at the
centre. The otters in the centre are being cared for by
professional keepers both from Indonesia and Europe.
Because shortclaws are unusual rescue animals, their
care is being guided by the International Otter Survival
Fund, who have extensive hands-on experience with
the rehabilitation and release of Eurasian otters and by
members of OSG.
The otters receive proper nutrition and enrichment,
so clearly the next move is to provide a natural, large
environment to allow them live without human intervention
beyond feeding. Once this enclosure is in place it
will be possible to receive other rescued shortclaws.
If, for any reason, an animal is not deemed suitable for
reintroduction, it will be able to remain in the centre
with at least one other companion. Reintroduction
programmes will be arranged by the Centre”.

HSI is equally pleased to be able to report that this sophisticated and highly otter friendly facility has now been fully
completed, and three Asian short clawed otters are now safe in their new haven. This will now provide a permanent,
otter specific conservation base, available for confiscated or sick otters, and from which rehabilitation and broader otter
conservation activities can be undertaken. We wish the Centre very good luck.
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New Members

New WILDLIFE LAND TRUST SANCTUARIES
Sanctuary Name

New South Wales
Enraeh
Wildlife Mountain
Julie’s House
Kuluha Stud
Wallibree
Kippaxs
Ambervale
Rocky Creek Wildlife Refuge
Sportsman Creek Wildlife Refuge
Parrawirra
The Knoll
Araluen
Watery Fowls
Warrina
Woodlands
Yaminon
Crystal Hill
Wallaby Hill Sanctuary
Bridgewater
Hammer’s Hill Wildlife Sanctuary
Wolba
Tiandi
The Forest
Queensland
Barnes Pikle
Mungarru Lodge Sanctuary
Zena’s Sanctuary
Angela and Bruce’s Sanctuary
Sylvia’s Retreat
Victoria
Sue’s Place*
Sue’s Refuge*
Margaret and Franz’s Refuge
South Australia
Minton Farm
Tasmania
Furry Angels Refuge

Owners

Size (ha)

Location

Cindy and David Brassil
Rick and Susanne Ulyatt
Julie Mollenbeck
Neil and Lydia Plim
Anne Heinrich and Harold Ralston
Geoffrey Grenfell
Bill and Patricia Fortier
Sandra Stewart and Jeremy Nunn
Jeff Keyes
Viki Winton
Peter and Christine Waterhouse
David Brook
Cliff Wallis and Sayaka Mihara
Peter and Henriette Ardill
Philip and Lesley Machin
June and Alex Frew
Stephanie and Julian Lymburner
Alex and Lucy Zychal
Ian Brothers and Sonia Groen
James Fitzgerald
Haydn Washington
Julia Gibb
Mark Selmes
23 new sanctuaries

10
24
0.41
2.02
45
80
3.17
68
50.22
22.5
44.8
12.6
40
1
8
16.2
8.7
21.05
119.6
312
32
10.12
80
1,011.39

Michelago
Rosebank
Bowen Mountain
Stokers Siding
Comboyne
Kippaxs
Lisarow
Gungal
Dilkoon
Webbs Creek
Stewarts River
Upper Main Arm
Wallagoot
Lisarow
Wamboin
Bendalong
Coolgardie
Goolmangar
Grenfell
Peak View
Rylstone
Tomboye
Taralga

Graham and Gill Harrington
Geoff Moffat and Daryl Dickson
Emma Bradshaw
Angela and Bruce Anderson
Sylvia Walker
5 new sanctuaries

64
3.58
4.95
2.02
0.81
75.36

Malanda
Kennedy
Guanaba
Ringtail Creek
Kuranda

Sue Wansbrough
Sue Wansbrough
Margaret and Franz Windisch
3 new sanctuaries

4.05
4.05
10.12
18.22

Monbulk
Monbulk
Tarwin Lower

2.5
2.5

Cherry Gardens

1 new sanctuary
John Barkley and Paige Wormell
1 new sanctuary

4.86
4.86

Snug

Beverley Langley

* Two properties, both in the same suburb, of equal size and owned by Sue Wansbrough,
became the 99th and 100th Australian WLT sanctuaries in early January.
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Member

PROPERTIES

State

Sanctuaries

Size (ha)

Queensland

32

3,621

New South Wales

60

8,835

Victoria

14

191

South Australia

5

85

Western Australia

7

2,546

Tasmania

3

22

121

15,300

Total

Website

This edition’s map highlights the 33 new
WLT member sanctuaries in blue, in contrast
to the 88 that were established before our
last newsletter.

New WLT WEBSITE UP AND RUNNING
After many months of gradually building sanctuary profiles
and finalising content, we are pleased to announce that
the brand new Australian Wildlife Land Trust website,
www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au, is officially open for business.
Featuring a running total of member sanctuaries, wildlife
profiles, electronic editions of Wildlife Lands and other
HSI publications, a dedicated page for each and every WLT
member, the latest WLT news, FAQ page and member
resources such as information on wildlife caring and
conservation covenants just to name a few, this new site
aims to keep members informed of what’s going on with the
program more regularly, as well as serving as the first stop
for prospective landowners interested in joining.

www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au

The WLT sanctuary profiles are able to be fully edited to each
member’s requests, with photos and unique stories bringing
a personal touch. It’s still early days and the nature of the
Wildlife Land Trust means the site will be a constant work
in progress, so any suggestions on how it might be improved
will always be welcome. Happy browsing!
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Species profile:

Wombats

This issue’s species profile takes a twist by spanning three
species of wombat: the (previously known as common)
bare-nosed (Vombatus ursinus), southern-hairy nosed
(Lasiorhinus latifrons) and northern hairy-nosed (Lasiorhinus
krefftii) varieties. Several WLT members are heavily involved
in the rehabilitation and care of at least one of these species,
and it can’t help but be admitted that there is something
about wombats’ stubbornness and determination that makes
them an irresistible example of Australian fauna.

Species profile

Bare-nosed wombat
Formerly known as the common wombat, being dubbed
“bare-nosed” is a deliberate attempt at distinguishing this
variety of wombat from its hairy-nosed counterparts without
attaching the stigma that the word “common” carries. The
most widespread and abundant species of wombat, they
are found in Tasmania, Victoria, and along the eastern ranges
all the way through New South Wales and into Queensland.
Often nocturnal, your best bet at spotting one of these stocky
and robust mammals is camping out near a burrow in the
early morning or late afternoon.

have seen it be listed as Endangered under the Threatened
Species Conservation Act. Although in a significantly more
stable situation than the northern hairy-nosed wombat,
the species is considered under threat due to declining
distribution range and population sizes, while low reproductive
rates both in the wild and captivity are cause for concern.
As with the other two species, mange is a real problem for
South Australia’s faunal emblem.

Northern hairy-nosed wombat
The plight of the northern hairy-nosed wombat is by far
the most severe of the three species, being listed as
Endangered under the Federal EPBC Act and classified as
Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List. Its range
is all but restricted to just 300 hectares within the Epping
Forest in central Queensland. In the mid-1980s only 35
northern hairy-nosed wombats were believed to survive in
this population, and although numbers had increased to
65 by the mid-1990s, the population was dominated by
older animals and males outnumbered females two to one.
The most recent census was conducted in 2007, and
produced a population estimate of 138 wombats at a near
equal sex ratio. Although clearly becoming more robust,
having such a localised distribution leaves the fate of the
northern hairy-nosed wombat precariously in the balance,
susceptible should local disasters, such as bushfires, occur.
To combat this possibility, selected individuals are gradually
being moved to a new location.

National Wombat Conference — Albury
The Wildlife Land Trust was proud to sponsor the National
Wombat Conference held in Albury earlier this year.
Although our attendance began on day two, recounts
unanimously agreed that Yalmambirra’s welcome to country
and talk on the importance of wildlife to indigenous people
was the perfect way to kick things off. A couple of WLT
members, Shirley Lack and Dr Suzanne Alder, demonstrated
their incredible wombat knowledge and shared their insights
into feeding regimes for rehabilitating wombats and
psychological perspectives of wombat communication and
behaviour, while WLT member Lesley Machin was part of
a forum panel discussing wombat care and rehabilitation
in general. Thanks to Bev Langley, Roz Holme, Paula
Rooney, Dianna Bisset and David Alder, as well as those
aforementioned for having a chat at some stage throughout
the conference, and congratulations to all of you who were
involved in the organisation, it was a fantastic and above
all educational weekend.

Southern hairy-nosed wombat
Southern hairy-nosed wombats are similar in size to their
bare-nosed counterparts, but have softer grey fur, longer
ears and a broader nose. Their range is primarily in South
Australia and southeastern Western Australia, however
small populations existing in southwest New South Wales

Have wombats on your WLT sanctuary? We’re always
interested in hearing what species are protected by our
wildlife friendly members around the country, so email Evan
at wlt@hsi.org.au or call on 1800 333 737 to let us know!

Photo by Roz Holme

Wombats
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Threatened
ecological
community profile:

Ecological
Community

Lowland native
Grasslands
of Tasmania UPDATE

First nominated by HSI and the Tasmanian Conservation
Trust (TCT) in 2005, the Lowland Native Grasslands of
Tasmania were recognised as a Critically Endangered
Ecological Community in 2009 and listed accordingly
under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999. Restricted to the
lowlands of Tasmania, within localised areas of northwest
Tasmania and on the islands of Bass Strait, the ecological
community generally occurs on valley flats to low slopes
at elevations up to 600 m above sea level, with the majority
of the grasslands occurring on private property.

Rough estimates indicate that the Lowland Native Grasslands
occupy a highly fragmented area of approximately 21,600 ha.
Remnants range in size, however most patches are under 10 ha
and almost all are less than 100 ha. The main identified threats
to the ecological community include clearing and conversion
of land and consequent fragmentation of native vegetation
remnants, pasture improvement and fertilisation, invasion
by weeds and feral animals, inappropriate grazing and fire
regimes, urban expansion, off-road vehicle disturbance,
salinity and a low level of protection in reserves. It has
also undergone a severe reduction in community integrity
with a substantial rate of continuing detrimental change.
At the national level, 23 species associated with the Native
Lowland Grasslands of Tasmania are also listed as threatened

under the EPBC Act. Faunal examples include the Tasmanian
wedge-tailed eagle (Aquila audax fleayi), Tasmanian tiger
quoll (Dasyurus maculatus maculatus), eastern-barred
bandicoot (Perameles gunnii gunnii) and the Tasmanian devil
(Sarcophilus harrisii). Additionally, approximately 60 flora
and fauna species associated with the grasslands are listed
under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act, 1995.

This listing has already seen a detailed policy statement and
“Farming and Nationally Protected Lowland Native Grasslands
of Tasmania” guide developed, and the all important recovery
plan is currently in preparation after the first meeting of the
recovery team. It has also seen a vital provision included in
the Strategic Assessment for the Midlands Water Scheme Water
Access Program; that there will be zero clearance and conversion
of Lowland Native Grassland as a result of the supply and
use of water provided through the Midlands Water Scheme.
Upon the successful classification of the grasslands as Critically
Endangered under the EPBC Act, Peter McGlone, director of the
TCT, stated that “This event and date should be remembered
as having critical significance in Tasmania’s environmental
history, alongside the High Court decision that stopped
the damming of the Franklin River. In terms of non-forest
vegetation, this listing is akin to ending old growth logging.”

Canada

The WLT IN CANADA

On the face of things it would seem the Wildlife Land Trust plays a limited
role in the protection of Canada’s wilderness, with ownership of just two
donated properties and involvement in a single fundraising effort with the
Nature Conservancy of Canada. However, a little perspective is shed
on the sheer importance of this work when the fact that this fundraising
saw 55,000 hectares of remote valleys, mountains and lakes in the West
Kootenay region of south-central British Columbia secured for protection —
the single largest private land purchase for conservation in Canada’s history.
Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11
Darkwoods contains some of the most diverse forest types
in British Columbia, which provide habitat for bull trout,
mountain caribou, red-tailed chipmunks, western screech
owls and more that two dozen other species of provincial
or national concern. The evident conservation value is
further enhanced when it is taken into consideration that
the property adjoins an existing network of protected lands
and wilderness management areas, assisting in the creation
of a contiguous protected area amounting to more than
100,000 hectares — ample space even for wide-ranging
animals such as grizzly bears, wolverines and cougars.
Much like some corridor programs operating within
Australia, such as the Greater Eastern Ranges initiative,
the grand scale and topographical diversity of Darkwoods
offers environmentally sensitive plants and animals a
chance to adapt in the face of global climate change;

providing them the potential to spread to different latitudes
or elevations uninhibited as temperatures fluctuate.
The WLT collaboration with the Nature Conservancy of
Canada and various other groups enabled an unprecedented
conservation goal to be achieved, and sets up a model for
the future planning and acquisition of landscape-scale
properties in Canada and elsewhere.
The two other properties mentioned in the opening
paragraph were donated by Brian and Austina Cummings
in 1999. Located approximately 5 kilometers apart, the
Cummings Wildlife Sanctuaries have a combined size of
nearly 130 hectares and provide shelter and sustenance to
wolves, deer, elk, moose, caribou and coyotes, as well as to
smaller mammals and birds such as ruffed grouse. Heavily
forested with pine, fir and aspen, these sanctuary lands are
a welcome safe haven for wildlife in an area where uncut
forest is increasingly scarce, due to the presence of several
large paper mills.

Join

Become part of the Wildlife Land Trust!

If you would like to register your property with the Wildlife Land Trust, simply head
to our new website at www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au where you can complete an online
application form. If you don’t have internet access or would like further information,
call 1800 333 737 to arrange for an application and brochure to be mailed out.

We invite you to join Australia’s contribution
to an international wildlife sanctuary network.
Our Mission:
Wildlife Land Trust Australia
protects wildlife by preserving
natural habitats and permanent
sanctuaries.

Mission

Our Goals:
To see the protection of one
million acres of wildlife habitat
across Australia in the Wildlife
Land Trust sanctuary network.
To seek the expansion of
Wildlife Land Trust sanctuary
partnerships throughout Africa,
India and south-east Asia.

Goals

Wildlife Land Trust
PO Box 439
Avalon NSW 2107 Australia
Telephone +61 2 9973 1728
Facsimile +61 2 9973 1729
Email wlt@hsi.org.au
www.wlt.org
www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au
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The primary focus of the Wildlife Land Trust is to encourage private land holders
with an interest in habitat protection to join with like-minded people in a national and
global effort for wildlife conservation. Membership benefits include: becoming part of
a continually growing national and international network of sanctuaries promoting
best conservation practices; the facilitation of useful communication between sanctuary
members and HSI staff; help and advice regarding both the legal and ecological integrity
of the property should it be required; the opportunity to talk about invaluable work
undertaken to protect important wildlife habitats through a dedicated website profile
for your sanctuary; and Wildlife Land Trust signs to erect on your property.
The Wildlife Land Trust is a very inclusive initiative, a feature exemplified by the wide
range of sizes, uses and locations of our current members — whether your property
is 1 or 1000 acres, a working farm, family home or dedicated purely to conservation,
a positive difference for native wildlife and habitat conservation can be made through
the declaration of intent that Wildlife Land Trust membership signifies.
The program is completely voluntary and there are no costs or legal obligations
involved — the WLT is designed to complement any existing or future agreements
you might enter into to protect your land, and the non-binding nature of our agreements
means there is no interference with the legal status of your property in the slightest.
This makes the Wildlife Land Trust a risk and cost free opportunity to get involved
in a worldwide conservation initiative.
Details of the Trust’s international activities can be found at www.wlt.org, while our
own site at www.wildlifelandtrust.org.au provides information on the Australian
WLT program. If you have any queries regarding the application process or the
Wildlife Land Trust in general, please do not hesitate to contact Evan Quartermain
on 1800 333 737 or email him at evan@hsi.org.au.
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